
Williamson Free Public Library 

Our Mission is: 

Your Window to the World 



Our Charter Celebrates  

Our 100th Anniversary 

September 25th, 1913 



In The Beginning…. 

• The library started actually in 1911 in the 
printing office of Williams and Scott.  At that 
time the library had shelves in their building 
and had a collection of 150 books.  Which 
number is closest to the correct number of 
items in the collection today?   

A. 50OO   B. 50,000   C. 500,000   

Got a library card and internet access?   

Then you’ve got access to 2.4 million items   

Answer: 50,000, but you can access 2.4 million items through our Owl system that connects you with 
the 41 other libraries in the system. 



Busy, busy, busy… 

• Williamson currently has about 6,900 
residents and has the fourth largest circulation 
in the Pioneer Library System.  Only 
Canandaigua, Victor, and Ontario have larger 
circulations but we have a greater circulation 
per population.  Which number is closest to 
our circulation per year? 

A.  1300  B.  13,000  C.  130,000  D.  1,300,000  

Circulation per person is about 18 items for every man, woman, and child per year.  
 The Answer is 130,000. 



Your Window to the World 



Support is a wonderful thing. . . 

• The town and its citizens have supported the 
library from the beginning.  Even in 1911 
before the library had its own home, the town 
supported the library to the tune of $1,000 
per year. 



Home Sweet Home… 

• In 1913 the library moved into its own home 
on E. Main Street.  Just a note:  The State of 
New York would not grant a charter to the 
Williamson Free Public Library unless it could 
show it had an annual funding source.  The 
Town of Williamson passed legislation 
showing the state that they would so fund the 
library. 

When the library moved into its own home the collection had grown from 150 items to 5000 items. 



When we say its own home, 

 we mean it… 

• The library really did have its own home until 
2005.  Although funded by the town, the 
library owned its own building.   

• Q.  What did the library do with the money it 
made from selling the old library? 

• A.  They invested it in this new library.  All of 
the shelving, window treatments, costs of the 
move, charge desk, new furnishings, etc. came 
from the proceeds of selling the old library to 
the community center. 



Our old home… Did you know that 
the previous library was built by 
BOCES students and books were 
moved from the previous house 
box by box and were carried in a 
human chain across the street.  

The Williamson Free Public Library 
has always relied on the efforts of 
volunteers to carry out its mission. 



Our Old Home 

Although only 3000 Sq. foot smaller than our new home, the old library was not 
handicapped accessible as it was on two floors with no elevator.  The Children's Library 
was in the basement, adult materials and resource materials were upstairs, and there 
was not a large program room such as we enjoy with the new one story library. 



Our New Home… 



Our Entrance… 



Some Quick Stats:  Your Library… 
• 69,000 visits per year 
• Circulation 130,000+ 
• Population of Williamson 6,900 
• Items Circulated per person 18.6  
• Days open per week 6 
• Hours open per week 52 
• Number of visits to library website 17,192 
• WiFi usage 2,323 
• Resident Usage 5,130 
• Non-Resident Usage 1,528 
• Non-Library Sponsored Programs 166 (more than one every three days) 
•  Young Adult attendees at programs 1,535 
• Pre-School attendees at programs  4,038 
• Adult attendees at programs 1,740 
• Cost to circulate item $3.57 
• High cost to circulate in system $6.31 
• Average cost to circulate item $3.18 
• The little library that could.  Although we are in 4th circulation , we are  12th in 

population. 

 



What does the future hold… 

• Increase in e-books  

• Library supply of e-readers such as Kindles and 
iPads.  These will be checked out like books. 

• Possiblility of books on MP3 players. 

• Technology, technology, technology, while 
never forgetting our commitment to fiction 
and non-fiction materials. 



What challenges do we face… 

• Funding, funding, funding.  We face the 
monetary restraints every entity of 
government does.  For example, we have lost 
$20,000 dollars each of the last two years.  
Which amounts to about 8% of our budget. 

• Rising costs in retirement, health care, 
minimum wage, etc. effect our town, our 
school and our library. 


