Willilamson History Machine

Planes, Trains, and Automobiles
and the occasional horse and buggy!







Prior to liquid fuels like oil and diesel, coal
and wind were king in the 19" ¢century.




More horses and buggies on Main St.
GCanyou imagine the mess?







This photo
shows hoth
sail on the left
and a coal
powered tug
boatonthe
rght.
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The picture shows the ship side be side. This was viewed through a stereoscopic
viewer to give the illusion of three dimensions.
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Thisis a bill of
laden. It
shows the
purchase of
lumber for a
project.
Even then,
commerce
generated
paner work
and records.
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This letter states
that lake navigation
IS now open on the
St. Lawrence River
and asks when the
gentiemen would
like his shipment
maide.
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See next slide for explanation.



 Each piece or scrap reveals more
Information. If you look carefully at the
previous slide you will find that the
shipment starts in Buffalo. You might also
note that there Is no sales tax on the order.
Furthermore, you might have noticed that
the agent Is Curtis Mann and the ship that
the goods were traveling on was the Isabel.
Not bad for a scrap of paper in the achieves
of the Williamson/Pultneyville Historical
Society.
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See next slide for explanation.



e The document on the previous slide shows
Captian Troop’s records from 1858 from the
months of April to September. Items on the
records are for everyday things like purchasing
four pounds of butter on June 5t for 85 cents or
21.25 cents per pound to buttons and fasteners on
August 215t for 37 cents. This Is a record of his
household account and shows things like butter,
coffee, and cheese being purchased every month.
This also indicates his relative wealth as he
purchased butter and cheese rather than produced
them himself.
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Please see next slide for explanation



The document on the previous
slide IS also from a shipping
manifest hut the graphic is
enlarged as it shows a beautiful
example of a paddie wheeler and a
sail boat. The Oswego lighthouse
still exists.

One mode of transportation doesn't replace another immediately, it took decades for
the auto to replace the horse and buggy just as it did for steam to replace wind.



Not everything
always went
hunky doryin
the world of
business as
sometimes
husinesses
went hankrupt,
just as they do
today.

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS.

IN THE MATTER OF |

: P e In Bankruptcy.

\—Z%’tﬂ y & ’ ptcy
BANKRUPT. |

Sir :
Please talke notice that /1,.&-5 & "—"”‘“4@«

General Meeting of the Creditors of the said
Banktupt, will be held on the. 4 . " o lay of
CerrzC— o) ISE R




With electricity came cable cars...

Photo courtesy of Image Junction Salon



Photo Courtesy of Image Junction Salon



Photo courtesy Image Junction Salon



But other new
methods of
transportation
were on the
horizon. Avery
early airpiane
makes an
appearance in
Williamson.
Year and model
unknown.

Plane is similar in style to the Wright Brother's Flyer.
Hammondsport's Glenn Curtis Co.

More likely it’s a model from
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Ford TI'I Motor 1930

The Ford Tri-Motor (furthest from camera) became the nation’s first reliable passenger carrier
because the three engines provided reliability that previous planes did not have.

~




